THE   SUN   AND   THE   SERPENT

Sea of Milk, which surrounded Saka dwipa,1 or
the Scythian country, has been identified with
the Kaspian.3

There are frequent references, in the Vedic
hymns, to the withholding of rain by the Asuras,
and especially by the great chief Vritra, and to
the consequent drought ceasing on the death
of the enemy. These passages relate to the
belief, which survives to this day, that the"]SFaga
rajas were able to control the elements. One
of the Vedic hymns, describing a conflict between
Indra and Ahi, or Vritra, thus refers to this
power : " Neither the lightning, nor the thunder
(discharged by Vritra), nor the rain which he
showered, nor the thunderbolt, harmed Indra
when he and Ahi contended.3

Believing the Asura chiefs to have this power
over the elements, it was only natural that the
worshippers of Indra should apply to him for
protection, when suffering from drought or tempest
^caused, as they supposed, - by the influence of
their enemies.

The folklore of northern India is full of legends
connected with this power of the Nagas. These
demigods are still propitiated, before any other
deity, when the country is suffering from drought

1  Vishnu Purana, Wilson, II. iv. 200.

2  " Iran und Turan," 7.

3 Rig Veda, I. xxxii. 13.
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